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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA
____________________________________
DARYOUSH TAHA, Individually and on :
CIVIL ACTION NO. 12-06867
behalf of all others similarly situated,
:
:
Plaintiff,
:
:
v.
:
:
BUCKS COUNTY et al.,
:
CLASS ACTION
:
Defendants.
:
____________________________________:
ORDER
AND NOW, this 2nd day of June, 2020, upon consideration of the motion by class
counsel Shub Law Firm LLC, Kohn, Swift & Graf, P.C., and Abramson & Denenberg, P.C. for
preliminary approval of the proposed class action settlement agreement, it is hereby ORDERED
that said motion is GRANTED as follows:
1.

The Court has conducted a preliminary assessment of the fairness,

reasonableness, and adequacy of the Settlement and finds that it falls within the range of
reasonableness meriting possible final approval.
2.

The Court therefore preliminarily approves the Settlement on the terms set

forth in the Agreement, subject to further consideration at the Final Approval Hearing, with the
following modifications to the Settlement Agreement: 1) the Court directs that the Claims
Administrator, and not Bucks County, is to distribute the settlement amounts to class members
(either by check or electronically); and 2) the Court declines to retain jurisdiction if Final
Approval is granted.
3.

The Court hereby appoints Analytics LLC as the Claims Administrator. It

shall provide notice to the Class and administer the claims process as set forth in the Settlement
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Agreement. Consistent with the Settlement Agreement, the responsibilities of the Claims
Administrator will include: (a) updating addresses for class members and seeking new addresses
for class members whose notices are returned as undeliverable; (b) disseminating the notice to
the Class by mail and publication; (c) maintaining a website to enable Class Members to access
relevant documents, including the Notices and claim form; (d) responding to inquiries by class
members; (e) verifying the validity and timeliness of claims, subject to review by the parties and
the Magistrate, if the parties have a dispute; and (f) making payments to eligible claimants.
Pursuant to the Settlement Agreement, the cost of the Claims Administrator’s services shall be
paid by Defendants.
4.

The Court approves the form, substance, and requirements of the

Publication Notice and Mail Notice (collectively, the “Settlement Notices”), attached as Exhibits
A-C to the Settlement Agreement.
5.

The Settlement Notices clearly explain Class Members’ rights, including

the nature of the action, the Class definition, how to submit a claim, Settlement Class Members’
right to make an appearance with an attorney, Class Members’ right to object to the Settlement,
the scope of the release of Defendants, and the binding effect of a final judgment. See Fed. R.
Civ. P. 23(c)(2)(B)(i)-(vii).
6.

The Settlement Notices also explain that Class Counsel may request up to

$4 million for attorneys’ fees, expenses and a $30,000 Service Award to the class representative.
The Court reserves decision on the contemplated requests until after the Fairness Hearing.
7.

The Settlement Notices will be transmitted to Settlement Class members

by both first class mail and publication. The Settlement Notices will also be available on a casespecific settlement website.
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8.

Publication notice will be provided in the Bucks County Courier Times

and the Doylestown Intelligencer and with the same size and frequency as the 2018 notice of the
Court’s class certification decision.
9.

The Court finds that disseminating the Settlement Notices as approved by

this Order meets the requirements of Rule 23 of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure and due
process, is reasonable, and constitutes the best notice practicable under the circumstances.
10.

Within thirty (30) days from the date of this Order, the Settlement Notices

shall be mailed and published substantially in the forms attached to the Settlement Agreement
and in accordance with the notice plan set forth in the Agreement.
11.

Within one hundred (100) days from the date of this Order, Plaintiffs shall

file a Motion for Final Approval of the Settlement and Entry of Final Judgment and their
application(s) for an award of attorney’s fees and expenses and a Service Award to the Plaintiff
in amounts not to exceed those set forth in the Settlement Agreement.
12.

The deadline for Class members to submit claims and to object to the

Settlement, the Petition for an Award of Attorneys’ Fees and Litigation Expenses, and the
request for a Service Award shall be no later than ninety (90) days from the date of publication
of the Notice to class members. Objections must be made in writing in accordance with the
instructions set forth in the Settlement Notices. Class Counsel may file a reply brief in support
of final approval of the settlement and their petition for attorneys’ fees and expenses, no later
than seven (7) days before the Final Approval Hearing.
13.

The Claims Administrator ‘s Affidavit of Compliance with Notice

requirements shall be filed no later than thirty (30) days prior to the Final Approval Hearing.
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14.

At least thirty (30) days prior to the Final Approval Hearing, the

Defendants shall file with the Court proof of their compliance with the provisions of the Class
Action Fairness Act requiring that each settling defendant serve upon the appropriate state and
federal officials notice of a proposed settlement. 28 U.S.C. § 1715(b).
15.

Any replies in support of the Motions for Final Approval, Attorneys’ Fees

and Litigation Expenses, and Plaintiff’s Service Award shall be filed no later than seven (7) days
prior to the Final Approval Hearing.
16.

The Court will hold a hearing on October 1, 2020 at 10:00 am at the

United States District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania (the “Final Approval
Hearing” or “Fairness Hearing”) for the following purposes:
a)

to finally determine whether the Proposed Class Action Settlement is fair,

reasonable and adequate and should be granted Final Approval by the Court pursuant to Rule
23(e) of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure;
b)

to determine whether a Final Judgment should be entered dismissing the

claims of the Class against Defendants with prejudice, as required by the Settlement Agreement;
c)
to consider Class Counsel’s Petition for Award of Attorneys’ Fees and
Litigation Expenses;
d)

to consider the Petition for a Service Award to Plaintiff;

e)

to consider any objections; and

f)

to consider such other matters as the Court may deem appropriate.

Dated: June 2, 2020
By the Court:
/s/Wendy Beetlestone, J.
__________________________
WENDY BEETLESTONE, J.
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